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Across the world, the situation is even
more grim. As with other epidemics before
it, AIDS hits hardest in areas where knowl-
edge about the disease is scarce and poverty
is high. Of the nearly 6 million people newly
infected with HIV each year, more than 90
percent live in the poorest nations of the
world. Entire communities are threatened by
this epidemic, and the growing number of
children who will lose parents to AIDS will
have a devastating impact on these societies.
By the year 2010, there may be as many as
40 million children who will have been or-
phaned by AIDS, and developing nations will
have to struggle to deal with the overwhelm-
ing needs of a generation of young people
left without parents.

This year’s World AIDS Day theme, ‘‘Be
A Force For Change,’’ is a reminder that
each of us has a role to play in bringing the
AIDS epidemic to an end. Our response
must be comprehensive and ongoing. It must
also be a collaborative one, bringing together
governments and communities in a shared
effort to expand prevention efforts, raise
awareness among young people of the risks
of HIV infection and how to avoid it, increase
access to lifesaving therapies, and ensure that
those who are living with HIV and AIDS re-
ceive the care and services they need.

Developing a vaccine for HIV is perhaps
our best hope of eradicating this terrible dis-
ease and stemming the tide of pain and deso-
lation it has wrought. The global community
has joined together in making the develop-
ment of an HIV vaccine a top international
priority. Within the next decade, we hope to
have the means to stop this deadly virus, but
until we reach that day we must remain
strong in our crusade to prevent the spread
of HIV and AIDS and to care for those living
with the disease. In this way we can best
honor the memory of the many loved ones
we have lost to AIDS.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 1,
1998, as World AIDS Day. I invite the Gov-
ernors of the States, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, officials of the other territories
subject to the jurisdiction of the United

States, and the American people to join me
in reaffirming our commitment to defeating
HIV and AIDS. I encourage every American
to participate in appropriate commemorative
programs and ceremonies in workplaces,
houses of worship, and other community
centers and to reach out to protect and edu-
cate our children and to help and comfort
all people who are living with HIV and AIDS.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of December, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 3, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 4.

Memorandum on Pakistan and India
December 1, 1998

Presidential Determination No. 99–7

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Pakistan and India
Pursuant to the authority vested in me as

President of the United States, including
under section 902 of the India-Pakistan Re-
lief Act of 1998 (Public Law 105–277), to
the extent provided in that section, I hereby
waive until October 21, 1999, the sanctions
and prohibitions contained in section 101 and
102 of the Arms Export Control Act, section
620E(e) of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961, and section 2(b)(4) of the Export-Im-
port Bank Act of 1945, insofar as such sanc-
tions and prohibitions would otherwise apply
to activities of the Export-Import Bank, the
Overseas Private Investment Corporation,
and the Trade and Development Agency
with respect to Pakistan and India; assistance
to Pakistan and India under the ‘‘Inter-
national Military Education and Training’’
program; the making of any loan or the pro-
viding of any credit to the Government of
India or the Government of Pakistan by any
U.S. bank; and the extension of any loan or
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financial or technical assistance to Pakistan
by any international financial institution in
support of the assistance program that Paki-
stan is negotiating with the International
Monetary Fund.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
report this determination to the Congress
and to arrange for its publication in the Fed-
eral Register.

William J. Clinton

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner
December 1, 1998

Thank you very much. I’m delighted to see
all of you. I think this is the first—virtually
the first speech I’ve given since the election.
I’m delighted to be here. I thank you for
coming, I thank you for your support.

Thank you, Jeff and Andy and Charles and
all the other cosponsors of tonight. I want
to thank Governor Romer and Steve and Len
Barrack and all the other people here from
the DNC and the people who are here from
the White House staff.

A great deal of what needs to be said has
probably already been said, but I would like
to just make a couple of remarks if I might.
First of all, all of you who have been part
of this administration, both formally and in-
formally through your support, have helped
us to make some real differences in the lives
of Americans. I said today, at the World
AIDS Day, that while there are alarming
trends in the growth of AIDS around the
world, we can take a lot of comfort in the
fact that the rate of new infections is declin-
ing in America, that the death rate went
down in America, and that is because in no
small part I think the efforts that you made
which made it possible for us in the last 51⁄2
to 6 years to have an increase in research
of 65 percent and prevention of 34 percent
and drug assistance up 640 percent—it’s a
big deal to me because I don’t think we want
medicine out there that ordinary people can’t
have access to—and the Ryan White act
funding of 240 percent.

You mentioned the minority initiative
which is very important. Today, on World
AIDS Day, we announced that we would put

$200 million in the next fiscal year into the
NIH to develop an AIDS vaccine; another
$160 million into NIH for other AIDS-relat-
ed research; that we would invest several mil-
lion dollars in trying to deal with the prob-
lems of AIDS orphans around the world; and
that we would have $200 million, which the
Vice President announced today, in housing
assistance for people with HIV and AIDS.
So we are moving in the right direction.

I’d like to ask you also to continue your
support for the larger agenda of inclusion of
this administration. The real mandate of this
election was for the American people to pull
together and to go forward. We have a gen-
eration of baby boomers about to retire, and
we’ve got to figure out how to save the Social
Security system in a way that does not bank-
rupt our children and our grandchildren.

We have an enormously successful econ-
omy, but deeply disturbing trends that you
may have seen on the front page of, I believe
it was, the New York Times in the last couple
of days, indications that we are now falling
behind other countries in the rate of our chil-
dren who are graduating from high school
and the rate of our young people who are
actually finishing college as opposed to those
who are going.

We have a big education agenda. Some of
it was enacted in the last session of the Con-
gress; some of it was not. We have a huge
health care agenda out there, including the
Patients’ Bill of Rights, which is very impor-
tant for everybody who is covered by a man-
aged care plan. And I feel especially driven
on this issue because I have supported the
expansion of managed care. I thought it was
absolutely imperative to manage the health
care expenditures of this country better when
I became President. But I don’t think it’s
wrong for people—right for people to be de-
nied access to a specialist or otherwise to
have enormous disadvantages simply because
of the health care plan they happen to find
themselves in.

We have enormous numbers of people be-
tween the ages of 55 and 65—most of you
are younger than that, but if you’re not you—
if you’re not that age, you’ll be there before
you know it. It doesn’t take long to live a
life, I’ve discovered. We have enormous
numbers of people who can’t get any health
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